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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed August 14, 2008. 
Claims 1-6, 8-9 are still pending in the present application. This action is made FINAL. 
Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pack et al. (US PG Pub. No. 2001/0052133) in view of Shimizu et al. (US PG Pub. 
No. 2001/0013130) in further view of McKissick et al. (US PG Pub. No. 
2007/0124795). 

Regarding claim 1 , Pack et al. teaches a data reception terminal for receiving 
multiplexed data obtained by multiplexing TV program data including at least video or 
audio and scene-related information related to a scene of the TV program data (page 2, 
0040). 
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Pack et al. teaches all the claim limitations as stated above, except creating an 
electronic mail by utilizing the multiplexed data, comprising: a receiving section operable 
to receive the multiplexed data. 

However, Shimizu et al. teaches creating an electronic mail by utilizing the 
multiplexed data (page 1 , 0014 discloses the creation of the manual event message, an 
electronic mail, 0015 discloses the use of the multiplexed data), comprising: a receiving 
section operable to receive the multiplexed data (pages 1-2, 0017). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, to create an email using the multiplexed data and 
enable the reception of the data, in order to allow a user to receive notification an 
important event. 

Pack et al. in view of Shimizu et al. teaches all the claim limitations, except a 
decoding section operable to separate the received multiplexed data into the TV 
program data and the scene-related information; an output section operable to output 
the separated TV program data: a storage section operable to store the separated 
scene-related information; an input/output acceptance section operable to, in response 
to a request from a user, generate scene specification information for identifying a 
portion of the TV program data that is being outputted from the output section. 

However, Pack et al. teaches a decoding section operable to separate the 
received multiplexed data into the TV program data and the scene-related information 
(page 2, 0020); an output section operable to output the separated TV program data 
(page 3, 0047-0048); a storage section operable to store the separated scene-related 
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information (page 1, 0018); an input/output acceptance section operable to, in response 
to a request from a user, generate scene specification information for identifying a 
portion of the TV program data that is being outputted from the output section (Fig. 9; 
pages 4-5, 0059). 

Pack et al. in view of Shimizu et al. teaches all the claim limitations, except the 
scene specification information including identification information and time; a retrieval 
section operable to retrieve, from the storage section, scene-related information 
corresponding to the scene specification information. 

However, Shimizu et al. teaches the scene specification information including 
identification information and time (Fig. 1, 513b shows the scene specific information, 
the data, and the time, the transmission interval); a retrieval section operable to retrieve, 
from the storage section, scene-related information corresponding to the scene 
specification information (page 1, 0011 discloses the content registering unit, which 
retrieves the scene related information from the storage section). 

Pack et al. in view of Shimizu et al. teaches all the claim limitations as stated 
above, except a format conversion section operable to convert the retrieved scene- 
related information into a format which enables the scene-related information to be used 
in the electronic mail; and a mail creation section operable to create a part of data of the 
electronic mail by utilizing the converted scene-related information. 

However, McKissick et al. teaches a format conversion section operable to 
convert the retrieved scene-related information into a format which enables the scene- 
related information to be used in the electronic mail (Fig. 17 shows the ability to send 
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the program guide information 31 1 with the electronic mail, the message 308); and a 
mail creation section operable to create a part of data of the electronic mail by utilizing 
the converted scene-related information (Fig. 17, 308). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, to enable the scene-related information to be used 
in the electronic mail while creating the message, in order to allow users viewing 
television programming to exchange messages exclusively to viewers of the same 
television program or channel. 

Regarding claim 2, Pack et al. in view of Shimizu et al. in view of McKissick et al. 
teaches all the claim limitations as stated above, except the mail creation section 
creates a body section of the data of the electronic mail from the scene-related 
information. 

However, McKissick et al. teaches the mail creation section creates a body 
section of the data of the electronic mail from the scene-related information (Fig. 17, 
308). 

Regarding claim 3, Pack et al. in view of Shimizu et al. in view of McKissick et al. 
teaches all the claim limitations as stated above, except the mail creation section sets, 
as a subject of the electronic mail, a part of the scene-related information corresponding 
to a title. 

However, McKissick et al. the mail creation section sets, as a subject of the 
electronic mail, a part of the scene-related information corresponding to a title (Fig. 18, 
325). 
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Regarding claim 4, Pack et al. in view of Shimizu et al. in view of McKissick et al. 
teaches all the claim limitations as stated above, except the mail creation section 
displays, in the electronic mail, data of the electronic mail created from the scene- 
related information in a form different from that of any other information contained in the 
electronic mail. 

However, McKissick et al. the mail creation section displays, in the electronic 
mail, data of the electronic mail created from the scene-related information in a form 
different from that of any other information contained in the electronic mail (Fig. 18, 
325). 

Regarding claim 5, Pack et al. in view of Shimizu et al. in view of McKissick et al. 
teaches all the claim limitations as stated above, except data of the electronic mail 
created from the scene-related information is protected so that a content of the scene- 
related information is not allowed to be changed. 

However, McKissick et al. data of the electronic mail created from the scene- 
related information is protected so that a content of the scene-related information is not 
allowed to be changed (Fig. 17, 31 1 shows the button utilized to send program guide 
information, which does not allow a user to edit the program guide). 

Method, computer-readable medium, and integrated circuit claims 6, 8-9 are 
rejected for the same reasons as discussed in the corresponding apparatus claim 
above. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Shimizu et al. US Pat. No. 7,028,324 

b. Zenith US Pat. No. 6,519,771 

c. Zenith US PG Pub. No. 2006/0130109 

d. Yamato et al. US Pat. No. 7,219,363 

e. Combs et al. US Pat. No. 6,564,383 

f. Rajon US PG Pub. No. 2001/0000962 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JONATHAN LEWIS whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3233. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on (571) 272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



